Since the discovery of cardiolipin (Pangborn, 1941) serologists mainly in America have used it as the antigen for a simplified precipitation test for syphilis.
Cardiolipin is the lipid which, in combination with lecithin, gives the alcoholic extract of beef heart its antigenic properties. It is a complex phosphatidic acid with a molecular weight of 2195 and iodine number [120] [121] [122] [123] [124] [125] . It requires lecithin and cholesterol for antigenicity. It has not yet been synthesized. The cardiolipin-lecithin antigen may be adjusted to any desired sensitivity, within limits, merely by altering the ratio of cardiolipin and lecithin. Kline (1947) recommended a cardiolipin-lecithin ratio of 1: 9 4 and 1: 10 6.
Our attempts to isolate and prepare the pure cardiolipin from beef heart were not successful. We have used as our antigen a cardiolipin-lecithin mixture of 1 : 10, standardized by Dr. Kline 
CARDIOLIPIN-LECITHIN TEST FOR SYPHILIS
The x2 test has been applied to these tables to see if the observed frequency distribution is different from that which is to be expected. The statistic X2 has the value 31-4, 192x9, and 72 8 respectively, for the three tables. In each case the value of the statistic has a probability (P) of less than 1/1000 that such a distribution would be found by chance.
From Table I (Rein, 1946; Stout, 1947) . In infectious mononucleosis the cardiolipin tests are the first to become positive and the last to become negative (Rein, 1947) .
We have examined the serums from 119 cases of yaws. In every case the cardiolipin test gave a plus two or over result. Other non-syphilitic conditions giving false positive results will be found when cardiolipin is more widely used. 
